$7.95 
0 *"74470°02480 


25> 


4 | 


j 


“#ISGSIS 


issue 


PRESIDENT 
Ellen L. Brothers 


Senior Vice PRESIDENT, 
MAaRrKETING AND DesiGN & DeveLOPMENT 
Shawn Dennis 


“we 


Epiroriat Director 
Jodi Goldberg 
Executive Epitor 
Barbara E, Stretchberry 
Senior Epitor LirestyLe Epiror 
Mary Richards Beaumont Andrea Bahe 
. Associate EDitor 
Shelby Deering 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
Trula Magruder 


Resa, 


Art Directors 
Dan Nordskog, Paula Riley 


CONTRIBUTING ArT DineCTOR 
Gretchen Becker 


PropucTiION MANAGER 
Paula Moon 


Master Grapuic Artist 
Lisa Bunescu 


Senior GrarHic Artist 
Kristi Tabrizi 


>, 


MarkeTING MANAGERS 
D’Ann Jackson, Shawn Niebeling 


SENIOR CIRCULATION COORDINATOR 
Heather Hempel Gomez 


SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Jane Amini, Meagan Eggers, Virginia Gunderson, Karey Humphrey, 
Judith Lary, Travis Mancl, Jeff Neterval, Cynthia Reynolds, 
Jeff Rockwell, Jolene Schulz, Mark Speltz, Kim Sphar 


AB 


Cover Credits: Wardrobe styling: Janie Goldstein. Hair: Cindy Stutzel. 
Amenican Gitt® (ISSN 1062-7812, Canadian Sales Agreement Number 40635507) 
is published bimonthly by American Girl Publishing, 8400 Fairway Place, Middleton 
WI 53562. Copyright © 2012 by American Girl. All rights reserved, Subscription rates: 
One year (six issues) $24.95. Canadian subscriptions $29 U.S. funds. Single issues 
(current or back copies) $4.95. Prices subject to change. Periodical postage paid at 
Madison, Wisconsin, and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes 
to American Girl, PO Box 5533, Harlan [A 51593-1035. 


‘Customer Service: 800-234-1278. Sunscriver: Send change of address information six 
weeks before moving to American Girl, PO Box 5533, Harlan IA 51593-5033. Send old 
address label (recent mailing label is best), new address, and new telephone number, 
or call 800-234-1278, Occasionally, American Girl makes its list of adult and family 
names available to other reputable companies for their offering of products and 
services. We make every effort to ensure that girls’ names are not included on this 
list. If you prefer not to receive such mail, please call our customer service depart- 
ment at 800-234-1278 or write to us at 8400 Fairway Place, Middleton WI 53562 
Eprroaiat Ornices: Arnerican Girl, Editorial Department, 8400 Fairway Place, Middleton WI 
53562. American Girl Publishing cannot accept liability for loss or damage of photo: 
graphs or other materials. Unsolicited materials will be returned only if accompanied by 
self-addressed stamped envelope. All submissions received by American Girl become 
the sole property of American Girl Publishing and may be used by American Girl 
Publishing or its parent or affiliated companies without compensation or acknowledg- 
ment. All the instructions in American Girl have been tested by children and adults. 
Results from their testing were incorporated into the text. Because of differing tools, 
materials, conditions, and individual skills, the publisher disclaims liability for any injuries, 
losses, or other damages that may result from using information in this magazine, 
American Girl®, Follow Your Inner Star, and Girls Express® are trademarks of American 
Girl, American Girl trademarks cannot be used without the express written consent of 
American Girl, ISBN 978-1-60958-074-2 


AMERICAN GIRL 15 PUBLISHED BY 
AMERICAN Gilt, PUBLISHING 
8400 Faitway Place 
Middleton WI 53562 
E-mail address: readermail@americangirl.com 
americangirlmagazine.com 


Recommended by 


[ n 
Parents’ Choice, vWn 
2012 


$x American Girl? 


Printed in the USA on paper containing at least 10% post-consumer waste. 


Recycle me or pass me on toa friend. 


@ 


\ 10% post-consumer waste ] 


Dream Tree............. 


How to Be a Party 


Smarty............. 


12 


14 


Candy Bark.............18 


Countdown to 
New Year’s.............. 


Goody Bags... 


Holiday H 


ijin 


ks 


-eesecesecees 


Warm & Fuzzy ..... 
Forest Friends ..... 


Star Light, 


Star Bright............ 


Mini Mall... 
Posters.............. 


Behind the 


Plus Winter Fun Stickers 


Cover photo: Steven Talley 


> 


Sugarplum Part: 
page 2 


Goody Bags, 
page 22 


Warm & 
Fuzzy, 


Holiday 


issue 


ey 


Some of our projects and activities require an adult’s help. When 


_g you see this symbol, be sure to ask an adult to work with you. 


P 


4 Celebrate the sweetest season 
with a treat-themed sleepover! 


ale 
yr “< 


¥ 


For a tasty invite, 
write your party details 
ona gift tag. Then tie 
the tag to a candy cane 

with ribbon. 


*¥ Transform your sleepover room 

into an enchanted land. First, ask an adult to help 
you hang sparkly from the top of the door for a 

curtain. (Drape extra pieces of tulle around the room.) Next. 


have the adult help you hang Finish with candy 
decorations: For gumdrop garlands, use a to 
s string on Or tape 
X \] ‘@ end to end until you have a long rope. Then 
yf tie ribbons in between each one. (Hang garlands up high te 


keep them away from pets and younger siblings.) 


» Steamers 
Warm up 


with a minty treat! 

Pour 4 cups of milk into a microwave-safe 
pitcher. Add 1 teaspoon peppermint extract 
to the milk. Ask an adult to heat the milk in 
the microwave until hot. Meanwhile, dip the 
rims of four mugs into a little water and then 
into a shallow bowl of crushed candy canes. “ 
When the milk is hot, ask an adult to pour it 


This “sweet on a stick” is a 
handy favor. Give each guest a 1-inch 
anda 

Start by poking the stick into the 
Styrofoam ball. Next, have each guest 
wrap around the 
ball until the whole surface is covered. 

(Each guest will need about 15 to 20 
hair elastics.) When you're finished, 
tiea around the 
craft stick. 


Make a “delicious” decoration for your room. 


Ask a parent if you Place a roll of Use scissors to cut Stretch each fabric Tie off the pillow’s 


can cut off the leg paper towels off one leg froma band over the ends with ribbon, 

sections froma inside one of the pair of tights ina paper towel roll Trim extra fabric 

pair of tights. Then legs, centering it different color. Cut so that your pillow from both ends. ef 
cut off the ends of inside the fabric this fabric into five has stripes. 

the leg sections so tube. Stretch the 2-inch-wide bands. 

that you have two other leg section Uf ( 

fabric tubes. around the roll so j 


that you have a 
double layer of fabric. 


Musical 


Play musical chairs—but use 
pillows instead! (You might want 
to play music from The Nutcracker 

or any candy-themed songs.) 

After each round, make 
if sure you take away one 
“marshmallow” pillow. 


These goodies may look like lollipops, but they’re really 
yummy cookies. You will need: 


% 2 cup butter, softened % Y2 cup milk % 3% cups flour 
% % cup shortening % 1egg % 4 teaspoon salt 
% 1 cup sugar % 1 teaspoon vanilla % Food coloring 
% % cup powdered sugar extract % Sprinkles 


4) First, ask 
an adult 

to cream butter, 
shortening, sugar, 
and powdered 
sugar. Then have 
the adult beat in 
milk, egg, and 
vanilla extract. 
Add flour and 
salt a little at 
atime. 


Divide the dough 
in half and place 
in separate bowls. 
Add 10 drops of 
food coloring to 
one of the halves. 
Stir the dough 
until the color is 
mixed in. Cover 
both bowls and 
refrigerate for 

1 hour. 


Roll 1 tablespoon- 
ful of each color 
dough into 6-inch 
ropes. Place a 
rope of each color 
side by side so 
that they touch. 
Carefully twist the 
ropes together. 


Holding one end 

in place, coil the 
twisted rope into a 
spiral. Use a spatula 
to set the spiral on 

a cookie sheet lined 
with parchment 
paper. Poke a cookie 
stick (available at 
craft stores) into the 
spiral and place on 
cookie sheet. Repeat 
steps 3 and 4 until 
you have a full pan. 


Q) Ask an adult 

to bake cookies 
in a 350-degree 
oven for 15 minutes. 
Sprinkle warm 


cookies with candy 
sprinkles. Let cool. 


> Fairies in a Flash 
How fast can you design a headpiece 

fit for a Sugarplum Fairy? Partner up and find 
out. First, give each pair of players 10 scraps 

of tulle and a few bobby pins. On “Go!” the 

first partner has 1 minute to make a hilarious 

headband or hat for her teammate. When 

time’s up, the second partner gets 1 minute 
to do the same. Take photos of your i 
creations, and wear the headpieces } e 
for the rest of the party. v 


A treat for your wrist! For this craft, using clear tape until you have a circle 
you'll need a colorful assortment of that can slide on your wrist. Tie pieces 
individually wrapped hai ne of curling r in between the pieces 
Tape the candy pieces end to end of candy to finish. 


Send favors and treats home in 
candy-striped containers. Give each guest 


q a clean cardk | potato-chip can covered 
« with ed pb paper. Tell guests 
? to put their y favors inside and close 

the lid. Then wrap each can with a piece 
\ of cello) and tie a ribbon around 
y the top. Sweet! + 


‘Merry Quizzes 


Which holiday decoration are you? 


1. If you could be anything in 3. If you had a closet just for 5. Which sweater do you like 
the sky, you'd be... accessories, it would be best? x 
@. a shooting star. filled with... 
b. the sun. a. glittery jewelry. 
C. arainbow. b. cozy scarves. 


C. animal slippers. 


2. You get to choose the new 


class pet. Which animal 4. If a friend opens a birthday 
would you pick? gift, she can tell it’s from 

@. a tropical fish you because... 

b. arabbit a. it’s a bright color. 

C. ahedgehog b. it’s handmade. 


C. it makes her laugh. 
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What should you do if you are snowed in? 


1. If you were written about 
in anewspaper, it might 
be for... 


@. winning a cooking competition. 
b. publishing a book. 


¢. climbing a mountain. 


2. Your favorite breakfast is... 
@. a blueberry muffin. 
bb. a yogurt parfait. 


¢. an omelet topped with salsa. 


3.If you found an old treasure 
map, you'd... 


a. think about who to share the treasure 
with. 


b. try to imagine the person who buried 
the treasure. 


C. gather up your friends to go onan 
adventure. 


4. What would you do to raise 
money for a charity? 


a. have a bake sale 
b. paint pet portraits 


C. organize a run 


5. Which of these items could 
we find in your locker? 


a. open it slowly, enjoying the 
anticipation. 


b. quickly tear off the paper—you’re 
too excited! 


Cc. tell the gift giver that you like the 
wrapping paper. 


2.Ona cold day, you like to... 
a. sit next to a warm fire. 


b. invite buddies over for hot 
chocolate. 


€. go shopping for cute 
sweaters. 
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Which holiday song are you? 


1.When you open a gift, 
you... 


3. When your homework is 
finished, the first thing you 


5. Which treat matches your 
personality? 


dois... a. 
a. read a book. a * 
b. calla pal. i 


C. organize your room. 


4. Which of these scents do 
you like best? 


_ 


Cc. 


a. Lavender 


b. Peppermint 


c. Cinnamon 


ee * 


What would we find in your stocking? 


1. You dream of winning 3.If you could plan a fancy 5.In school, you learn best 
tickets to... party, it would have... by... 
@. see your favorite singer in concert. a. live music. a. listening to what the teacher is 
b. a fashion show. b. guests in glitzy gowns. saying: 


b. looking at the pictures in your 


C. an art exhibit. C. over-the-top decorations. 
textbook. 


: =r C. taking notes and making sketches. 
2.What do youdoifyouneed 4.lInamuseum, the exhibits ae eee 


extra good luck? you think are interesting 


€. Listen to an upbeat song might have... 


b. Wear a friendship bracelet a. old musical instruments. 


C. Use a colorful pencil b. antique clothing. 


C. beautiful paintings. 


1. What is the thing you like 


most in your room? 
a. A photo of your soccer team 
b. Ahandmade pillow 


Cc. Asilly animal poster 


2.On a computer, you can 
usually be found... 


a. chatting with friends online. 
b. reading craft blogs. 


C. watching hilarious videos. 
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3. Which after-school club 


would you join? 
a. Dance Club 

b. Knitting Club 

C. Board Game Club 


4. Which of these activities 


would be fun to do with 
your dad? 


a. play a sport together 


b. paint an old chair you found in 
the attic 


C. see a funny movie 


5. If you lived in the ocean, 
you'd bea... 


Cc. 


Which holiday 
decoration are you? 


Mostly a’s: A sparkly tree topper. 
You love being in the spotlight, so you’re 
sure to shine as a star topping the tree. 


Mostly b’s: A scented candle. You 
have a warm, caring personality that 
glows just like a holiday candle. 


Mostly c’s: A light-up reindeer. 
Cheering people up is your talent. 
As a cute reindeer, you’d put smiles 
on the faces of those passing by. 


What would we find in 
your stocking? 


Mostly a’s: A mini MP3 player. 

You can usually be found with a favorite 
song on repeat or practicing your 
instrument—everyone knows that you 
love music. 


Mostly b’s: Lip gloss. Since you're 
never without your trusty tube of lip 
gloss, it would be fun to get new flavors! 


Mostly c’s: A set of colored pencils. 
Colorful and creative, you’d be happy to 
get art supplies in your stocking. 


What should you do if 
you are snowed in? 


Mostly a’s: Bake treats. What's the 
best thing to do when it’s chilly outside? 
Warm up family members with fresh- 
from-the-oven cookies. 


Mostly b’s: Draw pictures or write 
stories. Since you are a dreamer, you 
could spend your snow day brainstorm- 
ing and using your imagination. 


Mostly c’s: Play in the snow. You're 
not staying inside, adventure-loving 
girl—there are forts to build and 
snowpeople to make! 


Which gift are you? 


Mostly a’S: Gold wrapping paper 
with a silver bow. Your bubbly, energetic 
personality would stand out in a pile of 
gifts. 


Mostly b’s: Painted wrapping paper 
with a fabric bow. Crafty and unique, 
you'd be a present wrapped with love 
and covered in homemade flair. 


Mostly c’s: comic pages from the 
newspaper. With your sense of humor, 
you'll make someone laugh even before 
she opens the gift! +x 


Which holiday 
song are you? 


Mostly a’s: “Silent Night.” 
Known for being cool and calm, you 
help those around you feel relaxed. 


Mostly b’s: “Jingle Bells.” 
Friendly and fun, you have a giggle 
everyone can recognize wherever 
you go. 


Mostly c’s: “Deck the Halls.” 

Your favorite thing about the holidays 
is—what else?—decorating! You're a girl 
who loves to spread holiday cheer. 
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With these ups, you can have fun at any party! 


Pleased to Meet You! 


by Emma MacLaren Henke 


QQr 


At most parties, you’re going to meet new people—or at least folks who haven’t seen you “since you 
were a teensy-weensy baby in diapers.” These tricks will keep their names on the tip of your tongue! 


Uv, a WWLe 
Say people’s names aloud when you’re 
introduced to them. When Mom says, 
“Matilda, this is Grandma’s old friend 
Mr. Krenshaw,” you could say, “It’s nice 
to meet you, Mr. Krenshaw.” Just saying 
a name out loud really helps it stick in 
your brain. 


Try to spot something about the person 
you're meeting that starts with the same 
letter as her or his name. For example, 
maybe Mrs. Bixby is wearing a gold and 
black dress. Think of her as Mrs. Bixby 
the bumblebee, and silently say this to 
yourself a few times. 


Think of something about the person 
that rhymes with her or his name. Maybe 
you meet your long-lost Uncle Mort, and 
you can tell from his clothes that he’s a 
huge football fan. Think, “Uncle Mort 
likes sports!” 
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After introductions, it’s 
time to talk! 


%¥To start a conversation, ask about 
someone you and the person you're 
talking to both know: “How did you 
meet my grandma, Mr. Krenshaw?” 


% Ask about something you can both see: 
“That's a beautiful crocodile pin, Aunt 
Edna! It really brings out the green in 
your eyes. Where did you get it?” 

% Ask about current events you’re both 
familiar with: “Did you get a chance 
to see that world-record-sized pump- 
kin they grew right down the road 
from here? What'd you think of it?” 


To keep things going, both people need 
to ask and answer questions. A yes-or-no 
question is like a conversation stop sign. 
“You're a doctor, right?” doesn’t give the 
person you’re talking to anywhere to go. 
“What's it like to save lives?” keeps the 
conversation moving. 


% People love to talk about themselves. 
So ask! 

% Even though people love to talk about 
themselves, some subjects—such as 
money, weight, and age—are private. 
Try not to be nosy. 

%&The secret to a great chat is paying 
attention to what the other person 
says. Stay focused, and you'll be well 
on your way to tip-top talk! 


WARNING: 


Whatever you say, 


don’t say, “Fine.” 


Evenifitisfine! 
Instead, talk about a school 
subject or club or sport you love. - 


Or just talk about something else 
you're into. If you love e-books, for 


instance, you could. say, “Have you 
seen’ this new e-reader? Let me 
show yeu how it works!” : 


Even if you're exactly 
the same size you were 
last year, you've got to 


answer. Try, “Yes, |haven’t 


seen you ina while.” Then talk about 


something interesting that’s happened . 
to you recently. Whatever you do, never ‘ 


tell an adult, “You've grown, too!” 


_ my friends from the swim team latel 


__ like to do when you were my age?” 


change her mind! _ 


‘auarght eee 
have a boyfriend 
_ and want to talk about | 
him, great! If not, say something | 
like, “Nope, but I’m sure having fun with - 


Wy 


y. 


Then change the subject quickly: — 
“What did you and your friends 


. If you know, this : 
question is 
easy. If not, 


pony trainer. Find out wh 
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Party Pastimes 


When conversation winds down, these ideas keep the fun going! 


Question Contests 

%¥ Try to figure out if, among all the 
guests at the party, you’ve been 
to all 50 states. Remember when 
Grandpa and his friend went on 
that Alaskan cruise? Check that 
state off your list. And Mom says 
Uncle Mort went to the University 
of Alabama. Only 48 states to go! 


Party Swivel Kit 
Stuff a small tote bag with... 


%¥ Special awards or photos 
you'd love to talk about 


%¥ Bet Aunt Paulette that you can jump 
across the driveway. When she says, 
“| don’t believe it,’ go outside, cross 

the driveway, and jump up and down. 


%& Find out which couple at the party 
has been married for the longest 
time, and ask them to share their 


%a digital camera 


secrets to happiness. %a deck of 
cards 
% Go ona pocket scavenger hunt. ; 
Ask guests to look in their pockets, mints 
(Everyone will 


purses, and wallets for... 
be grateful when 


or col you offer to share after dinner.) 


% Bet the person sitting next to you at 
dinner that you can stay under water 
for more than a minute. When she 
says, “I’d like to see that,’ just hold a 
glass of water over your head. 


%¥ Bet your cousin Ed that you can stand 
two inches from him and he still won't 
be able to touch you. When he says, 
“No way,’ go to the nearest door and 
ask him to stand right in front of it. 
Then go to the other side of the door 
and push it closed! 


Even the smartest partygoer gets into tough spots. Here’s 
how to make your way through some common party perils. 


kid Conunctionw 
No matter how dazzling 

your conversation skills are, 
sometimes you're going to 
get stuck at the kids’ table— 
even if all the other kids are 

3 or 4 years old and you're 11. 
If this happens to you, you 
can still have fun trying to 


keep the younger kids happy. 
Play games, tell jokes, and 
make sure the kids don’t put 
their food where it doesn’t 
belong. Nap time will 
eventually roll around, 

and you'll get your chance 

to join the party again. 


Faced with unfamiliar foods? 
If you're curious about what 
something is or how it tastes, 
talk to someone who's eating 
it already. Be polite when you 
ask about the UFO (unidenti- 
fied food object). You might 
say, “I've never tried that 
before. What does it taste 
like?” Trying new things can 
be fun. But remember, once 


Most everyone loves animals. 
When you're at a party, it’s 
fine to pat the host’s pet, but 
don't hog the dog. Even if you 
know Sir Poochy is there... 
somewhere... hiding beneath 
the basement stairs or in the 
coat closet, it’s best to leave 
him alone. Some pets just do 
not like big groups of people. 
So focus on the two-legged 
party animals! 


you put something into your 
mouth, there’s no good way 
to take it out! 


Don't know how you should 
eat something? Watch other 
party guests to see what they 
do. If Mr. Munch eats that egg 
roll with his fingers, then you 
can, too. 
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Make unique treats for the holidays using your 
favorite mix-in combos. 
Pvouwittneeo oa 


| % ql) an adult 

to help you 
| 

| 


%¥ candy coating for 
melting—white, milk, a ae at 
or dark chocolate in 


% assorted mix-ins, 
broken to bite-size 


3% wax paper 1. Wash your hands. ins Prepare mix-ins. To crush a Ask an adult to 
Cover a baking sheet cookies or other items, microwave bark 

% baking sheet with wax paper. Make place several in a zip-top chocolate in a bowl for 
sure that your hands, bag and use arolling pin 30 seconds at a time until 

% zip-top bag bowl, and utensils are to break them up. Ask an melted. Stir with a wooden 
completely dry. adult to help if needed. spoon until smooth. 

%¥ rolling pin 


% microwave-safe bowl 


% wooden spoon 


1 Hs 
Give a delicious ad we | 
package coil oat cea | 
with wax paper OF F aie 
few pieces in . pee pretty A, Stir in mix-ins until 5. a) Ask an adult to 6. Let cool completely, 
food bag and te ae your coated. Add more pour the mixture and then break into 
ribbon. add a tag da as needed. onto the wax paper. Use 2-inch pieces. Place in 
park's flavor an 7 the wooden spoon to an airtight container. 
sweet messag spread the mixture thinly Store in the refrigerator 
and evenly. If you want, so that the chocolate 
sprinkle extra mix-ins doesn’t re-melt. 


over the top of the bark, 
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Mhotos Hadivnd Photography Hivetrations Manike Hoe 


HMilkchocolate 
ini marshmallows — 
oe Graham cereal 


| : _- %& Milk chocolate 
. °° & Cashews 
A °°  —s- & Pretzels 
% Milk chocolate 


Foe oe % Peanuts 
%¥ Peanut-butter cereal 


Note: 


% Milk chocolate 
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Holiday 2012 


Cookie Lover 


Fill a bag with supplies for 
decorating cute cookies. Include 
candy sprinkles, cookie cutters, 
and colorful napkins. Add a fun 
note for the perfect package. 
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Fun & Games 


Round up mini toys and games 
for a brother or friend. Include items 
such as a fingerboard keychain, 
rubber lizard, hacky sack, and 
food-shaped erasers. 


Dazzle a Desk 


Decorate your mom’s or dad’s desk 
by giving a bag of colorful supplies. 
Include a notepad and pen, amemo 
clip with a nice note, and a miniature 
photo album filled with 
photos of you! 


To add the perfect final touch, fold 
the top of the bag. Then, get creative! 
Punch holes through the top and tie 
with ribbons. You can also secure the top 
with colorful paper clips or binder clips. 4 
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lluatrations: Genevieve Kote 


Ee 


ttention, students!” Principal Higgins 
barked over the loudspeaker. “It’s time for 
our school holiday festival. And you know 
what that means? Fun!” 

I sighed to myself. I wasn’t so sure about that. 

Last year, my Secret Santa never showed up for 
the schoo! holiday party, so I went home empty- 
handed. The year before that, I spilled hot chocolate 
all over my pants, which I had to wear for the rest 
of the day. And in first grade, I was cast as Rudolph 
in the classroom play. The red rubber nose I wore 
turned my veal nose red. 

During the holidays, I seem to stand out at school 
for all the wrong reasons. 

I stared at the minty green holiday flyer taped to 
the classroom wall. 
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a sonia Boutique in the Library! 


(TO eee np in the Cafeterial 


Mouse Races in the 
Auditorium! 


hes 


n Who's Invited? 
Everyone, Of Coursell! 


Biippakt Our School 
at the ‘iad 


I was S looking forward to any of it. At least 
there were those trays of frosted cupcakes lined up 
on the table at the back of the classroom. One of the 
class moms, Mrs. Wu, had baked these perfect, 
silvery blue cupcakes with silver sprinkles on top. 

Mmm, cupcakes. They looked delicious. 

Ms. Finkel tapped on a desk with her ruler. 

“OK, class!” Ms. Finkel cried. “Time to gather 
our things and head to the holiday boutique.” 


We scrambled to line up quietly. I stood in line 
with my best friends, Emma Craig and Olivia 
Rogers, and another girl in our class, April Wu. 

“Hey, Vanessa,” April asked me on the way 
upstairs, “how much did you bring to spend?” 

I shrugged. “I don’t know. Ten bucks?” 

I fished for my money in my pocket. 

“T’'ve been saving since summer for the 
boutique,” April said, clutching her little purple 
purse like she’d just robbed a bank. “I want to get 
my mom and dad a super-special present.” 

I saw Emma and Olivia roll their eyes when 
April said that. They think she brags too much. 

But I was glad that April didn’t see them make 
a face. Her feelings might have gotten hurt. 

As we entered the library together, my jaw 
dropped. It was hard not to feel festive in this room. 
The boutique was done up like a white wintry land- 
scape, and the whole space shimmered. That’s how 
the holidays should be: shimmery. 

On one table were some big snow-globe-style 
paperweights, a bowl of pretty charm bracelets, 
deep blue scarves dotted with mini menorahs for 
Hanukkah, and mugs with the words Feliz Navidad 
painted in festive red letters. Emma looked through 
a pile of cookbooks, and Olivia was trying to decide 
if she wanted a snowman pot holder in green or red. 

Right away I spotted an awesome pair of purple 
gloves that were perfect for my mom. The price was 
even more perfect! 

Nearby, April grabbed a restaurant gift card 
from a shiny spinning rack on another table. On the 
gilded envelope was printed $50. She went up to the 
register and paid cash from the stash in her purse. ¥ 

“Wow, fifty bucks?” I whispered to April when 
she came back. I glanced down at my $5 gloves. 
“That’s a lot of money, isn’t it?” 

“Like I said, I’ve been saving since summer,” 

April reminded me, waving the card in my face. 
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“Hey, check this 
out!” Emma called. 
She held up a book 
called Festive 
Veggie Bakeoff. 
“My parents don’t 


) Yolidar 
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eat meat. This 
is perfect.” 

April looked 
over at the book. 
“Tofu tarts? 
Blecch.” , 

“Hey! My mom 
likes tofu,” Emma 
shot back. 

“Not everyone eats the same stuff, April,” 

Olivia said, sounding annoyed. 

April shrugged and began to flip through a 
cookbook called Holiday Baking. She opened it 
to a chocolate cupcake recipe. 

“This book sounds yummier than that book,” 
April said. 

“Nah, I’m sticking with tofu,” said Emma. 

We made our way over to another table with a 
display of teeny-tiny Christmas ornaments that were 
more in line with my budget. I spotted a snowman 
in ared bandanna. Dad would love it for our tree. 

At the next table, April held up a tie that had little 
teddy bears wearing red and green vests. “This is 
nice, don’t you think?” she asked the three of us. 

“I guess,” Emma said unenthusiastically, turning 
away. “If you like dorky-looking bears.” 

“My dad would never wear that,” Olivia added. 

“Oh,” April mumbled. I could tell that she was 
embarrassed. 

“Personally, I like teddy bears,” I said in a 
reassuring voice, trying to be nice. 

But April put the tie down and slinked back to 
the cookbooks. 
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“Guys,” I whispered 
to Emma and Olivia, 
“cut it out. Why are you 
acting this way?” 

Olivia leaned in 
close to me. “Because 
April Wu thinks she’s 
better than everyone 
else. That’s why.” 

I didn’t know what 
to say, so I walked over 
to buy my stuff. 

After a few minutes, 
Ms. Finkel called, “OK, 
class! It’s time to wrap it up!” 

All at once, April ran up and grabbed my sleeve. 
Her eyes were huge, and she looked scared. 

“What’s the matter?” I asked. 

“My gift card! It’s gone!” April cried. 

I glanced around. “N-n-no,” I stammered. “It can’t 
be gone. Where did you have it last?” 

April looked as if she might burst into tears. 

“T don’t know.” 

Olivia and Emma heard the commotion and 
came over. “Didn’t you put it into your purse?” 
Olivia asked in a taunting way. 

“No,” April gasped. “I don’t think so.” 

“Someone probably stole it,” Olivia said. 

“You think someone took it?” April whispered. 

Olivia nodded, and I glared at her. “We should 
help April look for the card, Olivia,” I said. 

“Yeah, we should,” Emma said. 

“Fine,” Olivia grumbled. 

Ms. Finkel gave the four of us permission to form 
a search party after the rest of the class returned to 
the classroom. For the next five minutes, we exam- 
ined shelves, tables, and the library floor. Emma 
searched the table with the snow globes. Olivia 
volunteered to check the cookbook table. I checked 


the spinner rack, just to see if the card had been 
dropped, found, and put back there by mistake. 

“Yikes,” Emma said as we searched the room. 
“It’s like a ghost took it, right?” 

April’s chest heaved up and down. “I saved all 
my money...” 

“Since summer. Yeah, we know,” Olivia sighed. 

“It has to be somewhere,” I said. “April, you 
probably just put it—” 

“HERE!” Olivia held up a gold envelope. 

“Oh! You found it?” April cried. “Oh, Olivia, thank 
you so much! I must have lost it by the cookbooks 
when I—” 

“Yeah, it was right here between pages 125 and 
126 of the baking book,” Olivia said. 

“Really?” I asked. 

“Yes, I found it right here. April must have 
misplaced it while we were shopping.” 

“I wouldn’t be so sure,” I interrupted. 

“Huh?” April said. She looked confused. So did 
Emma and Olivia. 

“April didn’t lose the card,” I continued. 
“Someone definitely took it. I think I know who— 
and why.” 


Who took April's gift card? How does Vanessa know that 
person’s identity? Turn to page 32 for the solution. 


e shuffled back to class without saying 

much. But I could tell that April was still 

upset. On the way, she whispered in my 
ear, “I'll get her back for that.” 

“OK, girls, take a seat,” Ms. Finkel said as we 
walked back into our classroom. 

The other students chuckled. Of course we 
couldn’t take a seat. There weren’t any! All of the 
chairs had been pushed to the edges of the room. 

Ms. Finkel and her assistant had organized our 
desks into one enormous “table” at the center of the 
room. It was the perfect place to set up and display 


the snowy village we’d worked on all week long. 

The village had been created from toothpicks, 
cotton balls, glitter, and glue. Ms. Finkel showed us 
how to use basic math to build things. Our heads 
had buzzed with scale, measure, ratio, and other key 
math concepts. I liked the village because it was 
super shimmery. 

“Be careful,” Ms. Finkel cautioned to anyone 
who was hovering over the village. “Those sculp- 
tures are delicate. If you lean or bump into the 
desks— even just a little bit— everything will come 
crashing down. And watch out for the cupcakes at 
the back of the room, too.” 

“Uh, Ms. Finkel, what can we touch?” groaned 
our class wise guy, Warren Pzudnick. 


Ms. Finkel ignored him. “Put your boutique 
purchases into your cubbies,” she said. “Mouse 
races start in a few minutes, and we need to get to 
the auditorium. Busy, busy, busy!” 

“Know what? I think I like the school festival 
better this year,” I whispered to Emma as we 
headed for the auditorium. 

I had begun today thinking that the only thing 
I would catch this winter was the flu. But maybe I’d | 
catch a little bit of holiday spirit after all. | 

I was excited to see the mice again. One of the 
other teachers, Mr. Walker, had taught us a unit on 
animal behavior, and we had observed these cute 
little mice earlier in the fall. They loved going 
through mazes to get treats, and now they would 
get another chance. The auditorium was brightly 
lit and decorated with five enormous posters. Mr. 

Walker had added Santa hats to pictures of the mice 
and labeled each poster with a mouse’s name. w 
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“Students, take a seat,” Mr. Walker said. “I know 
some of you won't be able to see as well as others, 
so I’m projecting video on this larger screen over 
here. Now, let’s meet our mice!” 

Mr. Walker told us which mouse was which. 
Then he gently placed the mice into an enormous 
maze racetrack. 

I watched the action on the big screen and paid 
attention to which mouse was headed into which 
part of the maze. But it was hard to keep track of 
this track! Thankfully, Mr. Walker gave us an enter- 
taining play-by-play. After the last mouse crossed 
the finish line, he announced the results. 

Well, he sort of announced the results. 

“Whiskers finished ahead of Squeak but behind 
Wiggler! Rosie finished way ahead of Spots but 
behind Squeak!” Mr. Walker grinned as he said it. 

Emma giggled. “What did he say?” 

I smiled. I knew exactly who had won the race, 
and who came in second, third, fourth, and fifth. 
Mr. Walker had given us all the clues we needed. 


Can you figure out the race results? Turn to page 32 for 
the solution. 


e made a lot of noise as we left the 

mouse races. In fact, we were so busy 

chatting that we weren’t paying attention 
when we got back to our classroom. 

Ms. Finkel gasped as we walked in. “Oh, dear!” 

What was wrong? | wondered. The toothpick 
sculptures were still standing up in the center of the 
room. The books were all on the shelves. But the 
back of our classroom was a mess. 

A full tray of cupcakes had smashed to the floor. 

“Students, how did that happen?” Ms. Finkel 
demanded, pointing. 

No one answered. No one breathed. 

Ms. Finkel asked a few students to get a roll of 
paper towels and a broom. She got some cleaner for 
the floor. Two boys carefully moved the remaining 
cupcake trays to the other side of the room. Olivia 
and I went over to the mess to take a closer look. 

Who could have done this? And why? 

So far today, I'd figured out the gift-card mystery 
and named the winners of the mouse race. Maybe 
I could crack this mystery, too. I decided to do some 


detective work. 


I noticed that one of the boys standing nearby 
had something blue on his shirt. I edged closer to 
him, thinking that maybe it was blue frosting... 

But then I realized it was just marker ink. 


April came into the room and hurried over to 
Emma and Olivia. She came right up beside Olivia 
but then backed away just as quickly. 

Then I saw her shoes. 

“April,” I said, pointing at her feet. “What’s that?” 

There was no denying it: smudges of blue frost- 
ing dotted her shoes. 

April pointed at a blue smear on Olivia’s skirt. 
“Why pick on me? She has frosting, too!” 

I scratched my head. Both girls had frosting on 
them. I knew this had to be some kind of evidence 
right in front of me. But who was really responsible 
for the cupcake disaster? I needed more facts. 

“Hey, I saw this mess at the same time everyone 
else did!” Olivia exclaimed. “Honest.” 

“Well, I was just in the girls’ bathroom!” April 
cried. “So it had to be Olivia.” 

Ms. Finkel overheard our commotion. She came 
over and wrinkled her brow at the three of us. 

“What’s going on here, girls?” Ms. Finkel asked. 

“April, you tell her,” I said. 


April’s shoulders slumped. “The truth?” she said. 


“Yes,” Ms. Finkel said. “Always tell the truth.” 

“OK,” April started. “Well, I came back to class 
early. I was walking to the back of the room but 
tripped over the desks and lost my balance. Then 
I crashed into the cupcakes. But it was an accident! 
I was too embarrassed to say what had happened.” 

I looked at April and shook my head. 

“Oh, April,” I sighed. “You're not telling the truth. 
I can prove it.” 


How did Vanessa know that April was not telling the truth? 
What really happened? Turn the page for the solution. 


pril, Olivia, Emma, and I huddled together 
at the end of the day. The festival had been 
a day of ups and downs. Even though only 
April and Olivia had been punished, Ms. Finkel 
seemed to be upset with all four of us. She had 
asked us to clean up the cupcake mess and made 


us promise that we wouldn’t tell any more fibs. 

“Tm really sorry for anything I did to hurt your 
feelings,” Olivia confessed to April as we cleaned. 

April sighed. “I’m sorry, too. I never should have 
made up that story. I feel awful about it.” 

Emma crossed her arms and raised her eye- 
brows. “I’m sorry that I have to clean up your 
mess!” she joked. “But seriously, I think we should 
make a promise to be better friends.” 

“Holiday group hug?” I suggested with a grin. 

That day, we learned more about how to treat 
one another than we ever expected. It was the right 
kind of holiday spirit. And it made up for my bad 
Secret Santa and the red nose incident combined. 

Together, April, Olivia, Emma, and I decided 
that our new friendship vow was the very best part 
of this holiday festival. 

Well, the second best part, anyway. 

The first best part, of course, were the delicious 
frosted cupcakes. Since some had been smashed, 
we shared. +« 
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Who took April’s gift card? How does Vanessa know that person’s identity? 


Vanessa knew that there was no way 
the gift card could have been where Olivia 
said she’d found it, between pages 125 and 
126 of the caokbook. That’s impossible 
because those pages are back-to-back in 
a book. 

Vanessa decided that Olivia was lying 
about where she’d found the gift card to 
cover up the fact that she had taken the 
card. Well, she hadn’t exactly stolen it. 


How did Vanessa know that April wasn’t telling the truth? = 


Vanessa knew April was guilty for 
several reasons: First, April had said she 
would get back at Olivia. April also had 
frosting on her shoes. She had left the 
mouse races early to use the bathroom, 
so she would have had time to wreck the 
cupcakes. Olivia had frosting on her skirt, 
but Vanessa didn’t remember seeing it 
before April came in. Finally—and most 
important—April said she’d crashed into 
the table containing the toothpick village. 
Ms. Finkel had warned that touching the 
table would destroy the sculptures. But the 
display was fine! 

April finally admitted that she’d set up 
the cupcake disaster. She had smeared 
frosting onto Olivia’s skirt to try to get her 


+ AmericanGirl 


liday Hijinks 


~ Solutions to the mini mysteries 


Olivia picked up the card when April set it 
down. Rather than return it right away, she 
had decided to hide it in order to teach April 
alesson about bragging.and showing off. 

In the end, Olivia admitted what she had 
done. The girls agreed not to tell so that no 
one would be in trouble. April said she wasn’t 
mad, but she had an odd look on her face 
when she said it. 


Can you figure out the race results? 
First place: Wiggler Fourth place: Rosie 
Second place: Whiskers Fifth place: Spots 
Third place: Squeak 


in trouble for the mess. She figured that 
because she had smashed her own mom’s 
cupcakes, it wouldn’t matter as much. 

After April apologized to Olivia and Ms. 
Finkel, Olivia told the teacher what she’d done 
to April earlier. As a punishment, Ms. Finkel 
told both girls that they would have to stay in 
at recess for the rest of the month to help 
clean and organize the classroom. 


————— 


Winter days just got cozier 
with these soft and snuggly crafts. 


ie Seen, \ 
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Polar Flair 
Add style to gloves or a hat. Thread a 
long length of yarn through a plastic 
yarn needle, then double-knot the 
end. Use a running stitch or whipstitch 
to sew a line of stitches along the cuffs 
of gloves or the edge of a hat. 


Music Minder 


Turn a lonesome mitten into a cute 
carrier for an MP3 player. Thread a 
plastic yarn needle with a length of 
yarn. Starting on the outside of the 
mitten’s cuff, stitch around the cuff, 
ending on the outside. (Make sure 

to leave about 6 inches of excess 
yarn at both the beginning and end.) 
Tie the ends together in a knot. 
Then place the MP3 player inside 
the mitten, and pull the yarn 
drawstring tight. 


Notebook Blanket 


A cozy cover makes a journal extra 
snuggly. Open a composition 
notebook and lay it flat. Cut a piece 
of fleece that’s a few inches larger 
than the open notebook. Use a 
sponge brush to coat the cover with 
tacky glue. Attach the fleece to the 
cover, and smooth any wrinkles. Let 
dry. Use scissors to trim the fleece 
along the edge of the notebook. 
Next, cut a strip of fleece that’s long 
enough to wrap around your note- 
book. Attach a piece of Velcro® brand 
hook-and-loop fastener to each end 
of the fleece strip. Use the strip to 
hold the notebook closed. 


Book Buddy 


Reading is more fun with a furry 
friend. Glue a 10-inch piece of 
ribbon between two felt circles, 
Create an animal face by using give 
to attach fe!t pieces for the nose, 
ears, and mouth. Finish by attaching 
googly eyes with craft glue, 


Fuzzy Photos 
Add some felt funnies to a 
photo. (Make sure you use 
a copy or a photo you 
won't need to use again.) 
Using the photo to judge 
the size, draw a snowman 
shape onto a piece of felt. 
Cut out the snowman and 


fold it in half. Cut a half 
circle into the head. 

Attach the snowman to 

the photo with Glue Dots®. 
Cut felt extras such asa 
hat, scarf, or buttons. 
Attach to the snowman 
with craft glue. 


“Bs Make a continuous fe 


Feather Frame 
Add feathery fringe toa 
va frame. Cut four pieces of 
ribbon-edged feather 
trim that will fit along the 


‘win 

__» edges of a photo frame. 
w Attach the trim to the 
‘wins 
“we 

mi 


frame with craft glue. 


by folding the scarfim 
half and tying the ends. 
together with the last 
Piece Ofiyarn. Slip the 
Cowl Over Your head, and 
fluff the endsiof the yar, 


Pretty Presents 


Turn a gift box into a pretty 
present. Measure one side 
of a square gift box. Now 
cut two felt strips that are 
the same width as the box, 
but three times the length. 
Starting with the top, glue 
the felt strip around the 
box vertically. Now glue 
the second piece of felt 
horizontally across the 
remaining three sides. 
Decorate the box with felt 
strips and a bow. 


( Lacie fi 
: ies 
36 09 4 AmericanGirl ~ ! my 
} aa dal! Se 


Everything pops with pom-poms! 
Wrap yarn around 3 or 4 fingers about 
30 times, and cut the end loose. 
Remove the loop from your fingers, 
and tightly tie a short piece of yarn 
around the center in a double knot. 
Trim the excess ends. Snip the loops 
to create a pom-pom. 


Be sure to ask a parent’s permission 
before doing this craft. Use scissors to 
cut off the sleeves of a too-small 
sweater. Layer over your shirt sleeves 
to wear as arm warmers! 


3. 


Sweeten your shoes. 
Tie a pom-pom onto a 
bobby pin. Slide the bobby 
\  pinonto plain flats or 
the shoelaces of your 
sneakers. 
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Forest Friend 


Draw a snowy scene full of adorable animals! 
by Kristt Thom 


Little Bird i | 
‘1. Draw a beak. ( 2. Draw wings anda tail. — 3. Add a cap and boots. 
t Add the body. Add an eye and legs. Sh 
Bear 
1. Draw a U for the head. Add 2. Draw ears, hat flaps, andbow. 3. Add legs, pads, claws, belly, 
the hat flap, eyes, and snout. Draw the body. and a tail. 


c2 i) 
tol 


Bunny 
‘1. Draw a puff. Adda 2. Draw the face. Finish the 3. Draw the legs and belly. 
head with 2 ears. earmuffs. Draw the body. Add a tail. 
\ me | 
a ® 
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Owl 
‘|. Draw the top of the head. 2. Add eyes and a beak. 


Add a wide blob. Draw the body. 
Squirrel 
‘1. Drawa puff, Add an ear 2. Draw an arm, mitten, and 
and the back. Adda box. Add a leg. Draw the 
sideways V for the head. face. 


‘|. Drawa rounded triangle. 2. Finish the face. Draw the 
Add the head and pointy ears. vest. Add a leg and the back. 


ae fe 


Moose 


‘1. Draw 2 antlers. Adda 2. Draw 2 legs, a body, 
curve and alittle ear. and a tail. 


Shee 


3. Draw wings and feet. 
Add scarf details. 


3. Add a tail, leg, and arm. 
Draw the hat. Finish the 
present. 


3. Draw the tail. Add legs. 
Finish the vest. 


3. Add 2 more legs. Drawa 
face, hat, and scarf. 
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Holiday 2012 


Tiny the chipmunk has a big holiday gift list. 

Read the list and help her find the items in the mall. Draw a 

path from Tiny to the stores, but don’t cross the path more than 

once. She can stop at the stores in any order. Happy shopping! ¢ zi 
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ae Posters Carefully cut along the dotted lines to | 


Photo: © iStockphoto/KeithSzafranski 
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Even though we 
didn’t use this shot 
of our cover mode}, 

Sophia, we think 
it’s Pretty coo}! 
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Happy Holidays trom 
American Girl! 


va) Make a pet the top of the tube Oliver 
Penguin, Wrap With Cut = 
4 Piece of two long black Ovals 
A al around a (for the Wings) and a 
“Warm a and attach With 
felt c 


long White ova] (for 
the tummy) from 
Attach a Piece of 


Cut off excess 
felt, With an adult, 
CUt Off one end of the (for the 
tube ona diagonal. beak) and 
Cut an Oval Shape for 


With craft glue 
a face and attach to to finish the face. 
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Rosh Hashanah Rosh Hashanah ends 
begins (sunset) (sunset) 


Yom Kippur Yom Kippur ends 
begins (sunset) (sunset) r 
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